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1st Semester POL 01-01: Introduction to Political Theory (Core) 
 

2nd Semester POL 02-01: Indian Govt. & Politics (Core) 

3rd Semester POL 03-01: Perspectives on Public Administration (Core) 

4th Semester POL 04-01: Understanding International Relations (Compulsory) 
POL 04-02: Political Theory: Concepts and Debates (Compulsory) 
POL 04-03: Political Processes in India (Compulsory) 
POL 04-04: Public Policy and Administration in India (Compulsory) 
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POL 05-02: Indian Political Thought (Compulsory) 
POL 05-03a: United Nations and Global Conflict (Optional) 
POL 05-03b: Optional Comparative Government and Politics 
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POL 05-04a: Introduction to India’s Foreign Policy (Optional) 
POL 05-04b: Understanding South Asia (Optional) 
 

6th Semester POL 06-01: Human Rights: Traditions and Debates (Compulsory) 
POL 06-02: Feminism: Theory and Practice (Compulsory) 
POL 06-03a: Politics in Northeast India (Optional)   
POL 06-03b: Conflict and Peace Building (Optional) 
POL 06-04a: Rural Local Governance: Theory & Practice (Optional) 
POL 06-04b: Urban Local Governance: Theory & Practice (Optional) 
 



Four Year Undergraduate Programme 

Subject: Political Science 

Semester: 1st Semester 

Course Name: POL 01-01: Introduction to Political Theory (Core)  

Existing Base Syllabus: 

Course Level: 100 

Theory Credit: 60 

Practical Credit: 0 

No. of Required Classes: 60 

No. of Contact Classes: 60 

No. of Non-Contact Classes: 0 

Particulars of Course Designer:  

Dr. Barasa Deka, Gauhati University, barasajnu@gmail.com   

Dr. Joanna Mahjebeen, Gauhati University, jmajebeen@gmail.com 

Dr. Pallabi Medhi, Guwahati College, Guwahati, pallabiamal@gmail.com 

 

Course Objectives:  

 This course aims to introduce the students to the idea of political theory, its history and 

approaches, and an assessment of its critical and contemporary trends.  

 It is also designed to introduce the basic concepts of political theory.  

 The course also attempts reconcile political theory and practice through reflections on the 

ideas and practices related to democracy. 

 
Course Outcomes:   
 

 After completing the course students will be better equipped to understand the key concepts 

in political theory and various related conceptual categories.  

 They will also be in a better position to engage in application of concepts and understand the 

limitations.  



 It will also help in developing critical thinking regarding the functioning of the political 

system in relation to the context the students are situated in.  

 The foundation for understanding the contemporary political developments would also be 

laid down by the course. 

 

 
Unit I: Understanding Political Theory 

 

a. What is Politics? 

b. What is Political Theory? 

c.  Relevance of political theory 

 

Unit II: Approaches and Contemporary Perspectives on Political Theory 

a. Liberal 

b.  Marxist 

c.  Feminist 

Unit III: Concepts in Political Theory 

a. State 

b. Rights 

c. Liberty 

d. Equality 

e. Justice 

Unit IV: Understanding Democracy  

a. Concept of Democracy 

b. Types of democracy 

c. Critique of democracy 
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